Directions
Turn to page 24 in the AP Course and Exam Description. Define each of the following
below:

1. Essential Knowledge (EK)

2. Learning Objectives (LO)

#
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. Bigldea (Bl)

The bn::r ideas serve as the foundation of the course and n’e.ve.l'ap
Lﬂn’_e.rsia_n_n’ma as they smrai' throughout the course. The b:ca ideas
are. the re,cfffrrmq ihe,me.s that ar‘é Fr‘e.s-e.ni in the course. T'he.v are.
arasscutﬁn:a sar@pfs sp:ral'ed throuqhaui the eurriculum.

The AP CSP COUrse and exam are de.?.lgned to encourage students to build deeper
conceptual understandings about the course content and skills.

Scenario

Imagine you're having a conversation with someone who took AP CSP. You're curious
what they really got out of the course—what they remember as the "takeaways"—so
you ask them to finish this sentence:

At the end of the day, AP Computer Science Principles is about ...

What word or phrase do you think this person might say to finish that sentence?
‘At the end of the day, AP C-ampufe.r Science Prmapl'e.s is about us,rnj;

compute.rs to solve pmbi'e.m

“At the end of the n’a:.f, AP S-ci-mpuier Science Prmapl'e.s is about us.rnﬁ

data to solve prabﬁams-

MNow think atmut your AP CSP students, and what you hope their "takeaways” are for
your course. How do you hope they would finish this sentence?

pmﬁramnmﬁl saﬁnnjg problems; the :,mpact mmpuiers have on our lives;

how data are sent via mmputars, haw we. ::an Use. carnputer science. in
all career flelds.
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AP CSP Big Ideas

One of the goals of AP Computer Science Principles coursesis to help students
develop deep conceptual understanding that can transfer to new situations, so they
will need opportunities to think about and explore central concepts. These central
concepts are big ideas, which students will encounter frequently throughout the
course; as students encounter these big ideas repeatedly, their knowledge, skill, and
understanding related to the big ideas become more complex.

Directions

Turn to page 17 in your copy of the AP Course and Exam Description, which describes
the big ideas of the course. Review the big ideas and their descriptions, then answer
the following questions:

. Howis a big idea different from a unit or module?

&amapfua.l']'v I::rq ideas are of a ﬁuqhe.r hierarchical order than units
or rmdm'e.g, I:i:q ideas are re.r:urrmq concepls that manifest thrauthut
the course, while units are a unifiéd, usuaﬂy seatfolded, Se.que.me. of
instructional tc:-pu:s- that occur once in the course.

. Why might it be helpful for students to think about and explore these big ideas
multiple times throughout the year and in multiple units or modules?

Students need to explore these concepls numerous limes, in different
contexts, to learn an 'understandfnq sbout and skill with the concepts;
students need to understand thal these concepts are Foundationa to
the course and aren't limited to onl}'y one unit I;uf OcEUr In AUMerous
contexts thrauﬁ}hout the course
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Course at a Glance and Big Idea Openers

Directions

Turn to the Course at a Glance on page 20, in the AP Course and Exam Description.
As we discuss the features of the Course at a Glance page, record your answer to the
guestions below.

. What do the colors of the practices represent?
The.v re.pre:&e-nt where the skills in the pra.::tu:e.s are tied to each topn:
Each pra.::i:ce. is a different color.

. Which big idea has the most topics? Which has the fewest?
Mqar:thms and pn::rqrammmq has the most fapms, Gampute.r Sﬁfams and
Nétworks has the Fewest ic:-p:ca

. What is the information at the bottom of each column telling you?
The box shows the number and ﬁ-"PE- of f::-pn:: auesbans that can be
£ound in the AP Question Bank

. Under each big idea title, there are percentages. What are they percentages of?

tc:-ti'n: J'e.ar‘mnﬂ ab!e-ciwe.s am:l' SI'QJIJ'E;

Nowthat you have had time to look at the Course at a Glance table as a group. Turn
to the Big Idea at a Glance for Big Idea 1 on page 30, in the AP Course and Exam
Description and answer the following questions.

. What extra information is given in the Big |dea at a Glance page?

The page shows J'e.armnﬁ objectives as well as the spe.c:-ﬁc skills that
are associated with the topics and a Pl'af:e. to c:-r‘ﬂmz_e- these topics

inte units

. How doesthis table relate to the Course at a Glance?

It provides more detailed information about the J'e.armnﬂ ab]acﬂwe.s and
ckills included in each top:f:




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

